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Surgeons and Sockets

ANTHONY STAROS, M.S.M.E.!

A.N ApT, alliterative appellation for this introduction to the Spring 1967
issue of ARTIFICIAL LIMBS might have been Wilson’s Way with Words,
for the writings of A. Bennett Wilson, Jr., Executive Director of the Com-
mittee on Prosthetics Research and Development, comprise much of the issue.
Mr. Wilson’s literary talents are documented—and acknowledged—but the
primary concern of this editorial is with surgeons and prostheses.

Mr. Wilson has set himself a continuing task. The difference between Limb
Prosthetics Today and Limb Prosthetics—1967 is four productive years of the
Research Program. Many new items are covered. But the Program can be
expected to continue to produce significant developments that should be made
known to the world, so that four years hence that which is published as repre-
senting the state of the art in 1967 will require updating.

Comprehensive summaries of prosthetics technology are an essential part
of an efficient information-dissemination system. Typical articles reporting
developments in prosthetics research assist the day-to-day practitioner with
technical details of design, fabrication, and fitting. They serve an important
purpose. But also needed is comprehensive, accurate, nontechnical informa-
tion in a form that is readily understandable to amputees and their families
and the large number of clinicians who are too busy to digest all the detail
underlying prosthesis design. The summary coverage is appropriate; as one
would attempt to highlight important and even complex matters for a busy
Board of Directors, so must there be occasional briefings for those concerned
with prosthetics. Not only busy clinicians but equally busy and technically
deprived administrators currently or newly responsible for prosthetics pro-
grams in the United States and abroad can also obtain an excellent overview
from Mr. Wilson’s offering. For those surgeons who have never attempted to
gain such an overview—and, unfortunately, there are too many—this article
represents a real opportunity.

Significant developments of recent years are reported in the other two
articles of this issue. The total-contact concept represents a major contribu-
tion to improved socket design. Founded upon the very sound principles of
the quadrilateral and PTB sockets, total-contact sockets became accepted

! Director, Veterans Administration Prosthetics Center, 252 Seventh Ave., New York, N.Y.
10001.



