
A NEW NAME—OALMA BECOMES THE AMERICAN 
ORTHOTICS AND PROSTHETICS ASSOCIATION 

M e m b e r s o f the Or thoped ic App l i ance and L i m b Manufacturers Assoc ia ­
tion at the annual meeting in Dallas, Oc tobe r 2 1 , 1959 , unanimous ly approved 
a change of name to " T h e A m e r i c a n Orthot ics and Prosthetics A s s o c i a t i o n . " 
The change in name b e c o m e s effective as o f January 1, 1960. 

This was the result of a movement and gradual change in the nature 
and aspirations of members . Increasingly through recent years, the profes­
sional and humanitarian aspects of the prosthetist and o r t h o t i s t ' s work have 
been emphasized. T h e care o f the patient, the exact fitting and al ignment o f 
appl iances have g r o w n in impor tance . A t the same time, the difficult prob­
lems in manufacture and selection of materials have been solved satisfac­
tori ly. Al l this led to the realization that the old name did not fully and 
accurately reflect the purposes and p rog rams of the g roup . 

This is the third change of name. The Assoc ia t ion was first organized 
in 1917 as the "Art i f ic ial L i m b Manufacturers Assoc ia t ion ( A L M A ) . " In 
1946 at the National Assembly in Minneapol i s A L M A became O A L M A — 
the Or thoped ic Appl iance and L i m b Manufacturers Assoc ia t ion . 

T h e A s s e m b l y E x h i b i t s m a k e a n i d e a l " s h o w c a s e " f o r the d i s p l a y of n e w d e v i c e s a n d s u p p l i e s . 
O n e h i g h l i g h t of the e x h i b i t s w a s t h e i n t r o d u c t i o n of t h e n e w " M a r v e l " s a f e t y k n e e , 

d e v e l o p e d , a n d s o o n to b e m a n u f a c t u r e d b y t h e O h i o W i l l o w W o o d C o m p a n y . 

S h o w n a b o v e is L o u T r o u t m a n , H e r m a n B a r g h a u s e n a n d E d w i n A r b o g a s t e x a m i n i n g the 
un i t . F e a t u r e s i n c l u d e a s i n g l e p o s t t h e r m o p l a s t i c jo in t w i t h a f o r w a r d m o u n t e d d e p e n d i n g 
a r m . T h i s w i t h a c o m b i n a t i o n of f r i c t i o n e l e m e n t s r e s u l t s in e f fec t ive b r a k i n g u p to 4 5 

d e g r e e s f l e x i o n . T h e un i t is s a i d to b e n o i s e l e s s a n d e a s i l y a d j u s t e d . 


