
MEXICO CITY TECHNICAL SESSION 
The A s o c i a i i o n Mexicana Rehabi l i ta t ion j o ined with members o f the 

Orthopedic Appl iance and L i m b Manufacturers Assoc ia t ion to sponsor a 
Seminar on Prostheses and Or thoped ic Appliances. Th is was held Oc tobe r 
23, and 2 1 . in the New Institute o f Rehabil i tat ion at Tlalpan in the Federal 
District o f M e x i c o . T h e International Coopera t ion Administrat ion of the 
United States was also a sponsor o f the session. 

T h e party from the United States numbering s o m e eighty in all left 
Dallas the a f t e r n o o n of Oc tobe r 22 , immediately after the National Assembly. 
They were led by the President-Fleet of A O P A . Paul E. Leimkuehler . T h e 
party was met at the Airport in M e x i c o City by Dr. R o d o l f o Mart inez Herrejon, o r thoped ic surgeon of M e x i c o City, w h o was P r o g r a m Chairman. 

In the next two days, members look part in jo in t sessions with the 
Mexican Rehabil i tat ion Assoc ia t ion at its new Rehabil i ta t ion Center. Through 
the cour tesy o f Mr . David A m a l o o f the Office of Technica l Coope ra t i on o f 
the Amer ican Embassy, the telephonic system of translation made it possible 
for members to hear what was said in Spanish translated immediately into 
English. Likewise, the Mexican members in attendance heard the remarks o f 
speakers f rom the United States translated into Spanish immediate ly . 

The Honorab le Miguel Bustamente, Undersecretary of the Mex ican 
Ministry of Health and Welfare , opened the Technica l Assembly. Joining in 
the greet ings were the Honorab le Edward G. Cale, Minister-Counselor of the 
Embassy o f the United States, M r . A m a l o and A O P A President Paul E. Leimkuehler who read a message from Miss Mary Switzer . Di rec tor o f the U . S . 
Office o f Voca t iona l Rehabil i ta t ion. 

T h e Technica l Session opened with a demonstra t ion o f Appl iances for 
the upper extremity amputee presented by Jerry Leavy , V i c e President o f 
the A . J . H o s m e r Corpora t ion . Th i s demonst ra t ion was filmed and shown 
later that evening on television stations in M e x i c o City. 

Dr . Luis F. Va les A n c o n a , who served as a discussant for M r . Leavy ' s 
presentation, also presented a series and number of upper extremity amputees 
w h o had been fitted and are being trained in the use of appl iances at the 
new Center. 

L o w e r extremity amputees who have been rehabilitated were presented 
by Dr. R o d o l f o Martinez Herre jon . 

R o m u l o O'Farri l l , Sr.. outlined the purpose o f this seminar as "to 
acquaint all o f the best and modern methods used in the manufacture and 
adaptat ion o f prosthetic and or thopedic aids to benefit invalids suffering 
through losses o f the muscular and bone systems." Mr. O'Farril l is a Presi
dent o f the M e x i c a n Assoc ia t ion of Rehabil i tat ion and is one of M e x i c o ' s 
leading publishers and businessmen. 

Dr. Bustamente told the g r o u p that practical appl icat ion of prosthetic 
and o r thoped ic aids in the rehabilitation o f invalids is a relatively new field 
in M e x i c o and that, therefore, this seminar has a special impor tance today. 

Delegates to the seminar loured the new Rehabil i tat ion Center in the 
prosthetic facility where they were greeted by Dona ld Strand, C.P . Mr . 
Strand is a prosthetic technician on loan from the Naval Prosthetic Labora
tory at Oakland. Cal i fornia . The first day session conc luded with a buffet 
luncheon at which delegates were guests of Senor O'Farri l l . 

The meeting on Saturday morn ing . O c t o b e r 24 , featured a discussion on 
Functional Brac ing and Cosmet ic Appl iances , presented In Charles A . Hen-



S o m e of the m e m b e r s of O A L M A ( n o w A O P A ) p i c t u r e d u p o n t h e i r a r r i v a l a t t h e M e x i c o C i t y A i r p o r t , for the T e c h n i c a l S e s s i o n . 



A O P A ' S P R E S I D E N T E N T E R T A I N E D I N M E X I C O C I T Y — P r e s i d e n t a n d M r s . P a u l L e i m k u e h l e r 
w e r e G u e s t s of H o n o r a t a d i n n e r g i v e n in M e x i c o C i t y b y Dr . R o d o l f o M a r t i n e z H e r r e j o n . 
In t h e p i c t u r e a b o v e w e s e e lef t to r i g h t . Dr . M a r t i n e z , L e s S m i t h , A s s i s t a n t D i r e c t o r of 

A O P A , M r s . M a r t i n e z , M r s . L e i m k u e h l e r a n d o u r P r e s i d e n t . 

nessy, Past President o f the Or thoped ic A p p l i a n c e and L i m b Manufacturers 
Assoc ia t ion . 

The impor tance of training in the use of the appl iance as a fundamental 
fact in rehabilitation was stressed b y Joseph Aveni , C.P. , w h o is Di rec tor of 
Prosthetics at the Liberty Mutual Center in Boston. T h e history of the 
pioneer rehabili tation pro jec t sponso red by Liberty Mutual Insurance C o . 
was descr ibed by Wi l l i am H . Seymour , who is Senior V i c e President. 

The formal session c o n c l u d e d with a summary of the benefits of the 
j o in t session b y Dr . Car los Aguer rebe re , w h o is Di rec to r of Rehabi l i ta t ion in 
the M e x i c a n Depar tment of Health and Wel fa re . 

After the fo rmal c lose o f the sessions there were a series o f demonstra
tions of appl iances . M r . Hennessy demonstra ted the funct ional b rac ing units 
(these were m a d e available through the Center as a gift b y the Hosmer-
D o r r a n c e C o m p a n y ) and the cosmet ic appliances wh ich had been sent to 
M e x i c o b y Prosthet ic Services o f San F ranc i sco . 

In the fo rma l sessions and in the discussions which fo l lowed , there was 
cons iderable interest shown in the certification o f orthotists and prosthetists 
wh ich had been deve loped in the United States. Fou r members o f the Cer
tification B o a r d were present and were i n t roduced : President H o w a r d Thranhardt and Di rec to rs Herber t Hart, A lv in Mui l enburg and Charles Hennessy. 

A O P A officials in attendance besides M r . Leimkuehler inc luded V i c e 
President Fred Quisenber ry and Reg iona l Direc tors Fred Eschen, R o b e r t 
Gruman and Kur t Nelson . 

The visi tors f rom the Uni ted States were t remendously impressed b y 
what they saw in the Repub l i c of M e x i c o . The progress ive spirit and the 
evidences o f d y n a m i c cons t ruc t ion were everywhere to be seen. N o t only 
the scenic beauties of the count rys ide , but the elegance and cha rm of M e x i c o 
City made a deep impress ion. This was perhaps best summed up b y B o a r d 
member Herber t J. Hart, w h o said, " I feel certain that when there is another 
Assembly in the Southwest , another trip to this great c i ty will be a mus t ! " 



Certified 
The Amer ican B o a r d for Certif ication announces 

that the individuals listed b e l o w h a v e met the re

quirements of the Board as to exper ience a n d 

t ra ining. E a c h one successful ly p a s s e d the com

prehensive tests given at D a l l a s , T e x a s , O c t o b e r 

16 a n d 17, 1 9 5 9 . Their names wil l a p p e a r in the 

1960 Registry of Certif ied Orthotists a n d Prosthetists. 

CERTIFIED AS 0RTH0TISTS-PR0STHETISTS 

G A R D N E R , H E N R Y , N e w Y o r k , N . Y . 

M r G a r d n e r w a s c e r t i f i e d i n i t i a l l y a s a P r o s t h e t i s t in 1 9 5 2 . 

H A R V E Y , R O B E R T E., C o l u m b u s , G a . 

M r . H a r v e y w a s c e r t i f i e d i n i t i a l l y a s a n O r t h o t i s t i n 1 9 5 5 . 

M c I L M U R R A Y , W I L L I A M , B r o o k l y n , N . Y . 

M r . M c l l m u r r a y w a s c e r t i f i e d i n i t i a l l y a s a n O r t h o t i s t in 

1 9 5 0 . 

S A B O L I C H , L E S T E R J . , O k l a h o m a C i t y , O k l a . 

M r . S a b o l i c h w a s c e r t i f i e d i n i t i a l l y a s a n O r t h o t i s t in 1 9 4 9 . 

CERTIFIED AS ORTHOTISTS 

B E N K E , R O B E R T F . , S a n A n t o n i o , T e x a s 

B O R A H , R A Y M O N D C., O a k l a w n , I l l i n o i s 

B U R N A R D , R O S S W . , K e n n e r , L o u i s i a n a 

C L A R K , R A L P H W . , G r e a t F a l l s , M o n t a n a 

D A L E , C H A R L E S L . , M a n s f i e l d , Oh io 

D A V I D S O N , J U N I O R E . , A b i l e n e , T e x a s 

D A V I S , R O B E R T C . , S a n A n t o n i o , T e x a s 

F I N L E Y , I I I , B Y R O N E . , A l e x a n d r i a , L o u i s i a n a 

F I T Z G E R A L D , R I C H A R D A . , Dallas, T e x a s 

H I N C H B E R G E R , R O B E R T W . , L o m i t a , C a l i f o r n i a 

H O B B S , M I L E S , I n d i a n a p o l i s , I n d i a n a 

J E F F R I E S , J O H N F . , C o m p t o n , C a l i f o r n i a 

J E S S W E I N , S I E G F R I E D , W . , N e w Y o r k , N e w Y o r k 

K O P F , W I L L I A M F . , H y d e P a r k , M a s s a c h u s e t t s 

L A Y T O N , W I L L I A M W . , O k l a h o m a C i t y , O k l a h o m a 

L E T T , H A R V E Y , I n d i a n a p o l i s , Indiana 
M c D O U G L E , W I L L I A M R., B e a u m o n t , T e x a s 

M c I N T Y R E , R O B E R T E . , B a t o n R o u g e , L o u i s i a n a 

M E Y E R S , G E R A L D G . , O k l a h o m a City, O k l a h o m a 

M U L L I N S , S T E V E , B i r m i n g h a m , A l a b a m a 



O N E S T E P I N T H E C E R T I F I C A T I O N P R O C E S S — T H E O R A L E X A M I N A T I O N — H e r e w e s e e a 
c a n d i d a t e t a k i n g h i s e x a m i n a t i o n . T h e b r a c e o n t h e t a b l e is o n e of t h e t o p i c s o f c o n v e r s a 
t ion a s h e is i n t e r v i e w e d b y a C o m m i t t e e c o n s i s t i n g of left to r i g h t : E d w a r d W . S y n g g , 

C . O . & P., R o y M. H o o v e r , M . D . , a n d W . F r a n k H a r m o n , C . O . 

CERTIFIED AS ORTHOTISTS (Continued) 

P A R K E R , A R V I L E. , Hot Springs, Arkansas 

P E A R S O N , G. W I L B U R , Chicago Illinois 

P E R I N , S ILV IO, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 

P O T T E R , JOHN W., Temple, Texas 

T A Y L O R , R O B E R T , Fort Si l l , Oklahoma 

U R E B E K , JOHN A., Temple, Te>:as 

CERTIFIED AS PROSTHETISTS 

C ' J R R E L L , IAN, Dallas, Texas 

D E G L E R , HEINZ, Leonia, New Jersey 

E L L I S , HERMAN L., Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 

GOLD, J A C K , Iselin, New Jersey 

GRAY, W I L L I A M B., Memphis, Tennessee 

GRAYDON, W A L T E R B., Mobile, Alabama 

H E D G E S , DONALD E . , Indianapolis, Indiana 

J O S L I N , W A L T E R M., Glendale California 

K A R S T E N , LUDW1G F., Milwaukee, Wisconsin 

R A B B , M I T C H E L L D., Jacksonville, Florida 

STANFORD, J A M E S W., Birmingham, Alabama 

S T A U F F E R , W A L T E R H., Edmonton, Canada 

W E I S G E R B E R , W I L L I A M D., Milipitas, California 

WELDON, JOHN L., Green Bay, Wisconsin 


