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In RIVENT months, newspapers , magazines and medical jou rna l s have 
devoted many COLUMNS OF SPACE TO THE severe congenital malforomations which 
have occur red in great numbers in West G e r m a n ) and elsewhere. T h e w o r d 
' p h o c o m e l i a ' appears extensively in these reports, but we are not entirely 
certain that all of these children are phoconie l ics a c c o r d i n g to the me thods 
of classification used in the United Stales. Illustrations f rom Germany 
indicate the occur rence of proximal femoral focal def ic iency, hemimelia , 
paraxial radial hemimelia and amelia . as well as phocomel i a . 

Unfortuntely, very little has been written c o n c e r n i n g the posi t ive aspects 
o f this much-publ ic ized p r o b l e m . The affected chi ldren are not automatically 
c o n d e m n e d to empty futures o f idleness and stagnation, as is somet imes 
suggested. M a n y can b e satisfactorily fitted with prosthet ic l imbs and 
trained to lead useful, p roduc t ive lives within the normal f r amework o f 
socie ty . T h i s fact is k n o w n to every enl ightened prosthetist in the United 
States w h o is familiar with the me thods and techniques n o w available to 
aid such hand icapped chi ldren. 

Dur ing the past decade part icularly, the Commit tee o n Prosthetics 
Research and Deve lopment , the Subcommi t t ee o n Chi ldren 's Prosthet ics 
P rob l ems , the research labora tor ies at N e w Y o r k Universi ty , the Universi ty 
o f Cal i fornia at L o s Ange les , Northwestern Universi ty, the A r m y Prosthetics 
Research Labo ra to ry and elsewhere, together with the prosthetic industry 
o f the nation, have coopera ted c losely in p r o v i d i n g i m p r o v e d prosthetic 
service for children with congeni ta l anomal ies . Great advances have been 
made in the field o f amputat ions and in the deve lopment o f appropr ia te 
prosthetic componen t s and fitting techniques, and new concep ts are constantly 
be ing in t roduced. T h r o u g h the jo in t pa thways o f intensive research and 
increased practical exper ience , goa ls wh ich were thought imposs ib le just 
a few years ago are now attainable. 

One ca lami tous e v e n t — W o r l d W a r T w o — p r o v i d e d the stimulus for 
greatly needed research to p rov ide better prostheses fo r the adult amputee. 
Similar ly , the current cr is is m a y g ive impetus to the further improvemen t 
o f prosthet ic services for the severely hand icapped chi ld . 

Parents w h o are confused and depressed should not g ive up h o p e . A 
great deal can n o w be d o n e for the chi ld with a congeni ta l abnormal i ty 
and m u c h m o r e should b e poss ib le with a concentra ted attack on the 
p r o b l e m . 


