
President Fillauer Reports on Association 
Committees 

The Journal 's c i rculat ion includes a great many physic ians and rehabili
tation workers generally, in addi t ion to membersh ip of the Amer i can 
Orthot ics and Prosthetics Assoc ia t ion . F o r this reason, it seems desirable 
in m y first co lumn as President to restate the fundamentals of the A s s o c i a 
t ion's p r o g r a m and the Commit tees w h i c h gu ide its efforts. 

Our Assoc i a t i on was organ ized in 1917 and grew out o f a meet ing o f 
prosthetists cal led to Wash ing ton , D . C . , b y the U . S . Counc i l o f Nat ional 
Defense. In the years s ince then, the Assoc ia t ion has increased its member
ship to a total o f 4 5 6 including co r r e spond ing m e m b e r s in five other 
countr ies . 

The Assoc ia t ion has maintained permanent Wash ing ton , D . C . H e a d 
quarters s ince 1946, and the current Execut ive Di rec to r is Lester A . Smith, 
w h o is also editor o f the Journal . 

In addi t ion to the Journal , the Assoc ia t ion publishes a month ly news 
bulletin for m e m b e r s only which is k n o w n as " T h e A O P A A l m a n a c , " and 
an annual Orthot ics and Prosthet ics Y e a r b o o k . T h e Y e a r b o o k inc ludes the 
roster of members , the by- laws of the Assoc ia t ion and an index o f supplies. 

Broad ly stated: the purpose o f the Assoc ia t ion is to assist members in 
their dedica t ion to serving the hand icapped and physicians. 

In addi t ion to its publ ica t ions , the Assoc ia t ion sponsors the annual 
Orthot ics and Prosthetics A s s e m b l y o r Convent ion and a series of Reg iona l 
Meet ings held throughout the Uni ted States. T h e purpose o f these meet ings 
is t w o f o l d : to b r ing to m e m b e r s the latest in technical developments and 
to offer a meet ing g round fo r all w h o are conce rned with rehabil i tat ion of 
the or thopedica l ly handicapped . 

In 1963 the Assoc ia t ion will also sponsor special p r o g r a m s to be 
presented at ( 1 ) meet ing in Bremen, Germany , to b e held in connec t ion 
with the German Assoc ia t ion o f Prosthetists and Orthotists and ( 2 ) at the 
W o r l d Congress for the Rehabi l i ta t ion o f the Disabled held in Copenhagen , 
June 23-29. 

T h e Assoc ia t ion has w o r k e d closely with the Nat ional Research Counc i l 
o n research pro jec ts and with the U . S . Veterans Adminis t ra t ion on improv ing 
service f o r the Veteran amputee o r b r a c e wearer . F o r this purpose , the 
Assoc ia t ion has established two important commi t t ees : 

1. Commit tee on A d v a n c e s in Prosthet ics and Orthot ics and 

2. the Veterans Adminis t ra t ion L ia i son Commit tee . 

These two commit tees w o r k closely with those in the research p r o g r a m 
and with officials o f the Veterans Adminis t ra t ion . T h e Commit tee o n A d 
vances meets o n c e a year with technicians o f the V A Prosthet ic Center in 
New Y o r k City to review new appliances and see w h i c h are suitable and 
should be m a d e available to the veteran. 

A S S E M B L Y C O M M I T T E E S : T h e 1963 Orthot ics and Prosthet ics As -



sembly sponsored b y this Assoc ia t ion will b e held at the J U N G Hote l in 
New Orleans . November 2-7. Three exper ienced orthotists and prosthetists 
make up the Assembly Program Commi t t ee : Bert Ti tus o f Durham. Nor th 
Carol ina , Cha i rman : and Vice-Chai rmen Bruce Scott o f Denver and R o y 
Snelson of D o w n e y . Cal i fornia . T h i s Assembly is open to all w h o are 
interested in the rehabili tation of the or thopedica l ly handicapped. Sug
gest ions for the P rog ram may be sent to any one o f the Commit tee . 

A S S E M B L Y E X H I B I T S : T h e technical supply and educational ex
hibits at the National Assembly are o n e of its most valuable features. T h e 
Exhibi ts Commit tee for 1963 is headed by Wil l iam Bartels of Port land, 
O r e g o n as Chai rman, and Ronald Snell o f Memphis , Tennessee as V ice -
Chai rman. All persons interested in preparing exhibi ts for this convention 
are asked to communica te with members of the Committee or with AOPA 
Nat ional Headquar ters in Wash ing ton . 

M E M B E R S H I P C O M M I T T E E : Member sh ip in A O P A is today the 
hallmark of the efficient and ethical establishment in the field of artificial 
l imbs and braces . Mrs . A l i c e Crowel l of T r u f o r m A n a t o m i c a l Supports , 
Cincinnati , O h i o is our capable Member sh ip Chai rman. T h e eleven Reg iona l 
Di rec to rs o f the Assoc i a t i on serve with her as a Commit tee to cons ide r de
sirable applicants for membersh ip and to acquaint potential members with the 
services o f the Assoc ia t ion . 

P U B L I C R E L A T I O N S Chai rman: Herber t J. Hart. Vice-President of the 
Assoc ia t ion , is Chai rman o f this Commit tee and is charged with advising 
the Nat ional Officers o n publ ic relations activities o f the Assoc ia t ion . 

J O U R N A L C O M M I T T E E : On the masthead of this issue o f the Journal, 
page 299 , will be found the names o f the twelve of this Commit tee . Persons 
prepar ing articles for cont r ibut ion to the Journal may receive assistance and 
suggest ions f rom any m e m b e r o f the Commit tee . 

S U P P L Y C O M M I T T E E : T h e ten memb er s o f this Commit tee advise 
the Nat ional Office on advertisements, suppliers, and on the p rope r listings 
fo r the Supply Index in the Orthot ics and Prosthet ics Y e a r b o o k . Persons 
and individuals wishing to make use of this service may obta in helpful 
informat ion f rom any m e m b e r o f this Commit tee , listed on the inside back 
c o v e r o f this issue. 

In addi t ion to these Commit tee assignments, the Assoc i a t i on f r o m 
time to t ime asks the aid of individual m e m b e r s o n special assignments to 
help car ry out the p r o g r a m o f the Assoc ia t ion . 

Sincerely, 

Carlton Fillauer. 

President 


