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New Lightweight SACH Foot 

OTTO BOCK now offers the Light SACH Foot fabricated with a new lightweight foam. 
The new SACH Foot is substantially lighter than the OTTO BOCK Standard SACH Foot, 
yet the flexibility and function remains the same. 
We recommend using the Light SACH Foot in prostheses when weight is an important 
factor, and when the prostheses will not be subjected to high stress, for example, when 
fitting geriatric patients. 

1556 OTTO BOCK Light SACH Foot, with ankle block, for men, 18 mm heel height, with 
elastic heel wedge and PEDILAN sole, sizes: 22 — 28 

1557 OTTO BOCK Light SACH Foot, without ankle block, for men, 18 mm heel height, 
with elastic heel wedge and PEDILAN sole, sizes: 22 — 28 
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Editorial 

ISPO arranged an advanced course on below-knee and through-knee amputations and 
prosthetics in May 1982 in Denmark. As a limited number of publications about the knee 
disarticulation has appeared during the past decades it was decided to present the different 
aspects of through-knee amputation and prosthetics in a special issue of our Journal. 

I t must be remembered that the selection of amputation level should primarily be based on 
the circulatory conditions of the l imb, whereas the prosthetic considerations are of minor 
importance in that regard. There is no doubt that the lack of popularity of the through-knee 
amputation is related to the cosmetic problems and possibly the difficulties of manufacturing a 
comfortable and well functioning prosthesis, although the amputation stump is end-bearing 
and has numerous advantages. 

This issue wi l l describe not only the epidemiology, modern aspects of level determination 
and immediate postoperative treatment, but also the details of the prosthetic practice. In 
contrast to other previous publications the achieved gait rehabilitation as well as the life 
expectancy and living conditions wil l also be described and compared to the above-knee and 
below-knee levels, which are predominantly applied internationally for vascular and diabetic 
gangrene of the lower l imb. 

The main purpose of this issue is to highlight the advantages of the knee disarticulation. In 
modern amputation surgery the through-knee level should be considered along with the 
above-knee and below-knee levels. A suitable prosthesis should be manufactured, not as a 
technical exercise, but in consideration of the general condition and physiological abilities of 
the patient. I t is my hope that these messages wil l be understood and the percentage of 
through-knee amputations wi l l increase for the benefit of a successful rehabilitation of our 
amputees. 

J. Steen Jensen, 
Guest Editor. 

1983 World Congress 5-9 September, 1983, London 

Full details of the Congress programme and Registration 
Forms were included in the December, 1982 issue of this journal. 

For late Registration contact Conference Services Ltd. 
3-5 Bute Street, London SW7 3EY. Telephone: 01-584 4226, 
Telex: 916054, Confer G. 
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Choice of level in lower extremity amputation 
—nationwide survey 

B . E B S K O V 

Danish Amputation Register, Copenhagen 

ABSTRACT 
THIS SURVEY ANALYSES THE LEVELS OF ALL MAJOR LOWER 
LIMB AMPUTATIONS IN DENMARK PERFORMED IN 
1 9 8 0 . DURING THAT YEAR A TOTAL OF 2 , 4 0 4 
AMPUTATIONS WERE CARRIED OUT ON 2 , 1 7 7 PATIENTS. 

INTRODUCTION 
GENERALLY THE TITLE: "CHOICE OF LEVEL IN 

AMPUTATION" EVOKES ASSOCIATIONS OF CLINICAL OR 
TECHNICAL AIDS IN CHOOSING THE PROPER LEVEL. MOST, 
IF NOT ALL, PUBLICATIONS ON LOWER LIMB AMPUTATION 
ARE GARNISHED WITH TABULATIONS OF THE LEVELS 
CHOSEN. THEIR QUALITY NOTWITHSTANDING, SUCH 
PUBLICATIONS ARE INVARIABLY BASED UPON HIGHLY 
SELECTED POPULATION SAMPLES. IT IS OFTEN 
ATTEMPTED FROM THE SAMPLES, WITH THE 
APPLICATION OF MORE OR LESS SOPHISTICATED 
STATISTICAL TOOLS, TO DEDUCE A "GENERAL" PICTURE. 
UNTIL NOW IT HAS NOT BEEN POSSIBLE TO VERIFY SUCH 
GENERALIZATIONS. 

THE PRESENT STUDY DESCRIBES THE NATIONWIDE 
PATTERN OF LOWER LIMB AMPUTATION IN DENMARK. 

METHOD AND MATERIAL 
SINCE 1 9 7 6 THE DANISH STATE BOARD OF HEALTH 

HAS COLLECTED INFORMATION ON ALL HOSPITAL 
ADMISSIONS IN THE COUNTRY. 

THE INDIVIDUAL PATIENT RECORDS ARE FED INTO A 
COMPUTER SYSTEM, THE SO-CALLED NATIONAL PATIENT 
REGISTER ( N P R ) . 

FOR SCIENTIFIC STUDY INDIVIDUALS AND MEDICAL 
ORGANIZATIONS MAY OBTAIN SPECIFIED LISTINGS OF THE 
N P R , STORED ON MAGNETIC TAPE OR PRINTED OUT 
ACCORDING TO THE NEEDS OF THE REQUESTOR. 
NATURALLY A STRICT SET OF RULES MUST BE ADHERED TO, 
IN ORDER TO MAINTAIN THE PRIVACY OF THE INDIVIDUAL. 

SINCE 1 9 7 2 THE DANISH AMPUTATION REGISTER 
( D A R ) HAS CONDUCTED STUDIES IN ALL ASPECTS OF 
AMPUTATION (ESKOV, 1 9 7 7 ) . ORIGINALLY THE MAJOR 
SOURCE OF INFORMATION WAS VOLUNTARY REPORTS 
FROM ORTHOPAEDIC AND SURGICAL DEPARTMENTS. IN 
RECENT YEARS THE D A R HAS HAD ACCESS TO THE 
RELEVANT MATERIAL OBTAINABLE FROM THE N P R . 

T H E ACTUAL TABULATIONS AND ANALYSES ARE 
PERFORMED ON A MICROCOMPUTER-SYSTEM (APPLE 
I I PLUS), HOOKED UP TO THE MAINFRAME ( C D C 
C Y B E R ) OF THE STATE UNIVERSITY HOSPITAL 
(RIGSHOSPITALET) IN COPENHAGEN. 

THE STUDY IS BASED UPON INFORMATION OF ALL 
MAJOR ( I . E . AT OR PROXIMAL TO THE TRANSMETATARSAL 
LEVEL) AMPUTATIONS DURING THE YEAR OF 1 9 8 0 . 

RESULTS 
DURING 1 9 8 0 2 , 4 0 4 MAJOR AMPUTATIONS WERE 

CARRIED OUT IN 2 , 1 7 7 PATIENTS (TABLE 1, FIG. 1 ) . 
IN THE MAJORITY, 8 8 . 2 % , THE INDICATION WAS 

VASCULAR INSUFFICIENCY. ONE THIRD OF THESE 
PATIENTS SUFFERED FROM DIABETES MELLITUS. TRAUMA 

FIG. 1. ETIOLOGY. 


