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Abstract 
The standards recommended at the Uni ted 
Nat ions Inter regional Seminar on Standards for 
the Training of Prosthetists in Ho l te , Denmark , 
in 1968 were universally accepted as being ideal, 
practical and economical. As these standards 
and the services to patients are not always 
observed, world wide, a study was made to 
investigate the situation in Austral ia. Austral ia 
is a federation with responsibility for health and 
educat ion vested in six States. The Federal 
Government is the principal taxing authority 
with the States dependent on it for financing 
services. The isolation of Austral ia led the 
Government during 1960 to send a rehabil i tation 
medical officer to survey the system in Europe 
and Nor th America. The best features of 
overseas practice became the basis for updating 
an Austral ian Service and establishing the 
Central Development Uni t . The Artificial Limb 
Service is based on clinical care, formal in-
service training of l imb makers and fitters, 
patient training by therapists and the purchase of 
components from mass producers. The Service 
is answerable to lay and medical staff in the State 
Branches and to the Central Office of the 
Depar tment , located in Canberra. The division 
of responsibility between the State and Federal 
Governments seems to lead to competi t ion for 
control of services rather than to an integrated 
plan for Prosthetic-Orthotic training with 
services. Industrial conflict due to a perceived 
threat of the supplanting of apprent ices by 
formally trained prosthetists-orthotists has also 
adversely affected development. 

In this paper the views of Government 
authori t ies, medical prosthetic prescribers and 
of personnel who conducted a pilot study in 
delivery of a prosthetic service are discussed. 

Principles outl ined at Hol te remain a 
yardstick with which to measure the quality of 
service. In practice, however, it has not always 
been possible to meet those standards as one 
would wish. 

Introduction 
At a seminar in Hol te , Denmark , in 1968, 

agreements were reached on standards for 
training and service delivery in prosthetics and 
orthotics (U .N . , 1969). These standards were 
considered to be ideal, practical and 
economical. A n Austral ian government 
representative part icipated in the conference. 
Following the conference, efforts have been 
made to develop training and services in 
prosthetics and orthotics which meet these 
standards. 

Australia is a federation comprising six states 
and two Terr i tor ies, the Austral ian Capital 
Terri tory and the Northern Terr i tory, the latter 
a vast tract of arid land largely populated by 
aborigines (Fig. 1). The States are dependent on 
the Federal Government for finance but are 
responsible for the implementat ion of health 
and education services. 
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Fig. 1. Australia 


